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July 29, 2015

Director Gail Vasterling

Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services
912 Wildwood

PO Box 570

Jefferson City, MO 65102-0570

Dear Director Vasterling:

As you are aware, the Senate Interim Committee on the Sanctity of Life held a hearing on July
27" for the purpose of investigating Planned Parenthood activity in Missouri. Among the issues
before the Committee were the Department’s decision to issue a license to the Columbia
Planned Parenthood facility for abortion services and whether said facility meets the legal
requirements for such a license under the 2010 Settlement Agreement and applicable statutes
and regulations. Prior to the hearing, the Committee requested that a representative from the
Department with knowledge of the license issuance be present to answer the Committee’s
questions, but the Department failed to produce such a representative. Rather, the
Department produced its legislative liaison who was unable to supply the Committee with any
relevant information.

Subsequent to the hearing, | have reviewed the documents in the Department's file for the
Columbia facility license. It appears to me that at a minimum:

1) There is not sufficient documentation that the Department inspected and independently
determined that the facility is in compliance with Sections 197.200-197.240, RSMo., or
corresponding regulations, or that the facility is in compliance with the 2010 Settlement
Agreement;

2) Despite specific prohibitions on transferability of the permit contained in Section 197.215,
RSMo., the name of the licensee has changed; and
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3) The license appears to actually recognize noncompliance with Sections 197.200-197.240,
RSMo., in the areas of physical and equipment requirements for the facility as well as physician
privileges at a hospital in the community, and, therefore, is issued conditionally for medical
abortions only. However, the law does not appear to allow any license issuance without full
compliance and does not give the Department discretion to issue conditional licenses.

Because the Department failed to provide representative with any knowledge of the Columbia
Planned Parenthood licensing process at the July 27*" hearing, and because of the issues raises
above relating to the license itself, | request that you exercise your discretion under Section
197.220 to temporarily suspend Columbia Planned Parenthood’s license pending sufficient
investigation into the issues raised above, in order to determine whether the facility is in
compliance with Missouri's licensing and operating conditions for such a facility and to satisfy
the public that the Department has, in fact, exercised due diligence in ensuring all legal
conditions for the issuance of the license have been met.

Respectfully

N M

Kurt Schaefer
Chairman — Senate Interim Committee on Sanctity of Life

KS:Imb

C: Senator Dempsey
Representative Richardson
Committee Members Senate Interim Committee on Sanctity of Life



