
  

November 20, 2019 

Governor Michael L. Parson 
P.O. Box 720 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 

Dear Governor Parson 

 On behalf of The Missouri Hemp Trade Association, The Missouri Hemp 
Association, The Missouri Hemp Producers Association, Vote Hemp, and the 
combined membership of our associations, we are presenting this open letter 
in support of The Missouri Department of Agriculture proceeding under our 
own state statute as signed and voted in to law by SB 133 for the 2020 growing 
season. 

 We propose that Missouri does not submit a state plan to the USDA or 
issue additional emergency rules based on the proposed USDA interim final 
rules (IFR) until July 2020.  This will allow us to complete our comment period 
as a state for the Proposed Rules that ends on Dec .1,  2019 and proceed under 
our Missouri statute that became effective on August 28, 2019. The USDA IFR 
allows for a 12 month extension for individual states to operate under their 
own laws as authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill. This includes the state of 
Missouri for the 2020 growing season as our law is specifically authorized 
under the 2014 farm bill.  

 Individually and jointly we and our members have specific concerns 
with the proposed regulations for the Missouri Industrial Hemp Program and 
we will submit those concerns and recommendations as we participate in the 
comment period that closes at the end of November. We have additional 
concerns with the USDA IFR and will also submit our comments to the USDA.  



 Our most immediate concern is that we stand as a state behind the 
statutes that we have all worked diligently to establish over the last years and 
that our law becomes part of the voice to effect the conversation on the 
national stage. Together with our associations, together as the State of 
Missouri, and together with our surrounding states and Hemp associations we 
do have a voice. We have an opportunity to continue to have a voice in 2020. 
We ask for your support and offer our help in establishing Missouri and the  
midwest as the cornerstone of the industrial hemp industry. 

Sincerely yours, 

Missouri Hemp Trade Association,  Tyler Morgan,  Chairman 

Missouri Hemp Association, Bill Cook , Executive Director  

Missouri Hemp Producers Association, Tom Rafferty,  President 

Vote Hemp, Eric Steenstra, President 


